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SUBJ: CONTINENTAL SHELF DISCUSSIONS 

1. FOLLOWING EXCHANGE TOOK PLACE IN HOUSE OF COMMONS QUESTION 
PERIOD, DECEMBER 19, 1975. 

2. QUOTE: MR. J.M. FORRESTALL (DARTMOUTH-HALIFAX EAST): 

MR. SPEAKER, I HAVE A QUESTION FOR THE ACTING SECRETARY OF 
STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THE 
COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AFTER THE MEETING IN OTTAWA ON DECEMBER 15 
BETWEEN CANADIAN AND UNITED STATES OFFICIALS ON THE DELIMITA- 
TION OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF IN THE GULF OF MAINE AREA SAID 
ONLY THAT THERE WAS A FULL AND FRANK EXCHANGE OF VIEWS AND 
THAT TALKS WOULD RESUME IN THE NEAR FUTURE, WOULD THE ACTING 
MINISTER SHED A LITTLE LIGHT ON THIS PARTICULAR MATTER AND 
GIVE THE HOUSE SOME INDICATION OF CANADA'S POSITION AT THIS 
POINT IN TIME? 
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3. "HON. MITCHELL SHARP (ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS): MR. SPEAKER, THE GOVERNMENT'S POSITION REMAINS AS 

IT HAS BEEN, NAMELY, THAT THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUI-DISTANCE SHOULD 
BE APPLIED TO THE DELIMITATION OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF OFF 
THE GULF OF MAINE. THIS PRINCIPLE OF EQUI-DISTANCE WAS EN- 
UNCIATED AT THE 1968 CONTINENTAL SHELF CONVENTION TO WHICH 
BOTH CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES ARE PARTIES. 

4. "MR. FORRESTALL: MR. SPEAKER, COULD THE ACTING MINISTER 
INDICATE TO THE HOUSE WHETHER OR NOT THE GOVERNMENT BELIEVES 
AT THIS POINT IN TIME THAT THIS PROBLEM MIGHT BE NEARING 
RESOLUTION AND, PARTICULARLY, WHETHER OR NOT WE ARE MOVING 
ANY CLOSER TO A SETTLEMENT WITH REGARD TO THE CLAIMS IN RES- 
PECT OF THE STRAITS OF JUAN DE FUCA THE ALASKAN PANHANDLE AND 
THE BEAUFORT SEA. 

5. "MR. SHARP: THESE ARE ALL DIFFERENT PROBLEMS. WHETHER 

OR NOT THIS PRINCIPLE OF EQUIDISTANCE WOULD APPLY ON THE PACI- 
FIC COAST AS WELL AS THE ATLANTIC COAST IS A DIFFERENT MATTER. 
WE BELIEVE, IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, WITH THE LIMITATION IN 
RESPECT OF MAINE ON THE ATLANTIC, THAT EQUIDISTANCE IS THE 
PROPER PRINCIPLE, BUT ON THE PACIFIC COAST THERE MAY BE CIR- 
CUMSTANCES WHICH WOULD DECIDE OTHERWISE. 

END QUOTE. 

JOHNSON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TERRITORIAL SEA LIMIT, CONTINENTAL SHELF, MEETINGS, CENTRAL LEGISLATURE, LOWER HOUSE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 DEC 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975OTTAWA04791 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750446-0427 
From: OTTAWA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19751215/aaaaamxy.tel 

Line Count: 87 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION DLOS 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: KelleyWO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 DEC 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 DEC 2003 by MaustMC>; APPROVED <14 JAN 2004 by KelleyW0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CONTINENTAL SHELF DISCUSSIONS 
TAGS: PLOS, CA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



